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TERMS OF THE TELEGRAPH revival, and you would think by their
earnestness and union that thev would
certainly move God to grant the timing,

areall prepared, awl their hearts waiting
for the Spirit of God to come down, and
are willing to give time and attention and

blessed with revivals, in answer to prav -

era that are not half in earnest. They
,mus K, 1 the infinite importance of a

' sistcncy wi-- the sinner's blame If it is
,he wa v ar in 1

i standing it wY. 1 nd rheTfrn rr TV'

tirelr unon the mud a- -
0 '

'

n,
he LTxTu T'r" 1 t."j.ii. occill I alien IOrdivine help to the unfortunate instead of in the'Providence of God, without layW
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FINNEY'S LECTURES.

Lecture XVI.
T A n I a.r nn'n il, TK It I tmna7;V a, to'n; i

'

that .bey fh.il a9'. it hii U doe fr ,hcm of
anou,u ?o. out w nen i came to we.gn ineir . i snouiu propose the question. 1'er- - u i otw. 1 hey must luily understand a thing as a revival oi religion. 1 venture! to do any thing in their own strength--- my

F-ih- er which U in heaven." Malthkw eason, I have sometimes found every haps if I shouid put it to you now, you and deeply feci this necessity, they must to say, never did occur without divine And so on. How eav it tn kpp tht iv,.
xviii 19. i

'

Some weeks sinre. I u?cd this text, in

wide 0 the mark, are an insult to God
and they never will obtain favor in heav
on.

(J. 1 hey must be agreed in under- -

,A..f,t r:.:.';u e orovgni aooui iy me use
cm like other events. No vonder

r.-vi- fnrrp,r)-- , r,mo t.u,, avamv o rciuumaim tun- -
tim, c- .!,,. " .. . ...1

,C IE ,1
n.oie tLT com"onshmver o ra n v II

place and continue a Ik hi'e nd Ten

c--which we uuiv ittt t.uiii ui. ror v. .if
n a people ao to get a shower of ram ?

Ur iiow can tney make it min any longer
than it does rain? It is necessary that
those w ho pray should be d in un- -

demanding a 'revival as something to be
brought about by means, or Uuy'never
will be agreed in using them.

(4.) They must be agreed m understand- -

nig uiai nvman agenc.C .
if is just as zndisvcn- -

saw, 0 a rcrua a, rf.nn, arV. Such

agency, and never did occur without hu- -
man agency. How often do people say,

God can, if he pleases, carry on the
work rctthout means." But I" have no
Jaith in it, lor there is no evidence of it.
What is religion I Ohpdipnro m r:n(i'cc - "v v - - v. v v w

law. But the law cannot be obeyed un- -

less it is known. And how can God
make sinners obey but by making known
his commandments? And liow can he
,,,tJn inuu un n revealing in em
himself, or sending them' by others that

by bringing THE TKUTH to bear
upon the person's mind till he obeys it
God never did and never ran rflm-- s
sinner except with the truth. What is
conversion ? Obeying the truth. He
may communicate it himself, directly to
the sinner. But then, the sinner s n-- n

agency is indispensable, lor conversion
W" S uie rig employment ol the 1

sinner s own a gency. And ordiiruy,
iemploys the aeencv o othprs akr. in '

printing, writing, conversation, & preach -

wounaapui me gospel treasure in
earthen vessels. He has seen fit to em- -

ploy men in preaching the word. That
..w.auii umi iiuiimn Hgencv is that

U,"U1
iJAc 'V i

empiuy ' saving sin -

ulM' ii uieie ever was a case, ol
which we have no evidence, there is not
one in a thousand, if one m a. million, j

converte in anv other wav thrm ihrnmrl,
, , j " '"o"the truth, made known and urged by hu-- ;

man instrumentality. And as the church
must be united in using those means, it is

'

plainly necessary that they should be uni- -

ted in understanding the true reason why
means are to be used, and the true princi -

'

the of In prayer-meetings- , how often do wepreachin" on subject prayer-meet--

ing. A' present I design to enter more hear Pt,0P!c 'T such reasons why they
iVo the spirit anJ meaning of the text Te such and such blessings, as are not

The evident design of our Lord in this right m the sight of God. Such reasons,

text wu to trach the importance and in-- : they are the true ones, and if Chris-f- l

jeivre of union in prayer and effort to ' !Ians aro actually excited by those reasons,

promote religion. He states the strong-- 1 "would render their prayers not accepta-os- t

possible case by taking the number j b.,c God- - because their motive was not

two, as the least number letween whom
there can be an agreement, and says that I .Je are a great many things often

where two of you are agreed on earth, 'n favorr f thf; cause of ra,?,0M'
. tm.chinr, nnv tKincr that thev shall ask. !

wh,ch of lh,s character, appealing to

labor to it ISOW ; but others are not quite ;

;

ready, they have someiihing else... to attend
v ai p.m, some wonuiy uujtii

wnicn mey want to accomplish, some jnp t" Kticint---, i . iau u lulM111141Wllim J JUM

V , ! u.e can- -

-- ' jjuoiuij imu uiuc 10 unenu iu n uuv,
they are not nrP,,vl tn hnmhlp thpm -

5u .1" j l i !"
1 LU otoan uieir iiearis anu oreaK up

L. I 1 1

tneir lai'ow ground, and put themseive.
. . ,

in a DOSture to receive f ie dessnrr. Is
o plai ibat here is no real un,o, fcr

hey are not agreed in ha. u hiclns cssen- -

aH While one part are praying that

...... . . .nrn nnn. n - K V... j 1 - - -

t. ":""ouiT. luon were now pu to
this church, whether you are agreed in
praying for a revival of religion here ?:Do you all desire a revival, and would!
you all hke to have it come now? V,oud
you be heartily agreed now to break
down in the dust, and open your hearts to
""-'.- " " lir iu- -

I l. . 1 T J ....... 1 . 11J asK wnat vouwou,

would rise up and vote that you were
agreed in desiring a revival, and agreed

have it now. You know how you!
ought to fee! and what you ought to say,
and you Know you ought to be ready tor

revival vote. But, I ask, would GOD
see it to be so in your hearts, that you are
agreed on this point ? Has there been a
time, since I came back from the country,
that this church were all agreed in desir
ing and praying for a revival, and in wish-
ing to have it come now ? Have any two

you agreed on this point, and prayed
accordingly? If not, when will you be
agreed to pray for a revival ? And if
this church cannot be agreed amongyour-- 1

.selves, how can you expect a revival?;
is of no use for you to take the outward

attitude, and stand up here and sav you
are agreed, w hen God reads the heart,
and sees that you are not agreed. Herej

the
.

promise " Again I say unto you,
rt- 1 r r ill inat n two or you snail agree on earth,!

touching any thing that they shall ask,
shall be done for them ot my Father
hich is in heaven. ;' Now this is either

true, or it is false. Which rrround will
you take ? If it is true, then it is true!
that you are not agreed, and never have j

been, except in those cases where you
have had a revival.

But we must agree, not only upon a
time, but it must be the present time, or

e are not agreed in every thing essential
the work. Unless we agree to have

the revival norr, we shall not now use the
means. But until the means are used, it

:;not come. It is plain then, that we
miist be agreed upon the present time,
that is, we are not agreed in the sense of
the text, until we rgree that now we will
have the blessing, and conduct according
ly. To agree upon a future time is of no
use, for when that future time comes we
must then be agreed upon that present
time, and use means accordingly, so that
you see you are never properly agreed
until you agree that now is the time

1 1. We are to agree in every thing that
is essential to obtaining the blessing that
wc seek.

You see the language of the text, " If
two of you shall agree as touching any
thing that they shall ask. Many peo-- !

pie seem to read it as if it referred merely
to an agreement in asking, and they un
derstand it to promise, that whenever two
are agreed in asking for any blessing, it
shall be given. But Christ says there
must be an agreement as touching the i

thing prayed for. That is, the agreement
or union must comprise every thing that:
is essential to the bestowment and recep- -

tion of the blessing.
1. If Christians would enjoy the bene- -

fits of this promise in praying for a revi- -

iival.
;

be rore they will pray so as to pre- -

vai . blessings of this kind are not grant -

ru nui !n answer to such prayers as arise
from a sense of their importance. As I
knr.-- 1 r iluluo,i; Mioun oeiore, wnn preaching on
w.c ui prevaui.i r prayer, 11 is
. m i, i;, . uesire me Diessiiisj wr.n b- -

IiTTF.1? a pi Ar:i M,., ,k..,. ..r ;

r 7T i" , V, ,

iei sucn prayer
.

as win iniaiiibiy prevail 0
' - -

with God. hose w hn W h .s ofthr im.
nortflnce r.f a rviml ni-L- ' rnr Inr W in
Ivords. hut Hiov vill iievt r liuvc llie l iess- -

,n?. But when a church has been united a
in prayer, and really felt the tmportance i

. v i
0 one. I do not believe a case can be

U1 SUL" UItu utl"S 'u."T ,a
empty away. &ucn an agreement, when
sincere, will secure an agreement also on
all other subjects that are indispensable. '

4. They must be agreed also, in having ;

correct scriptural notions about several
things connected with revivals.

(1.) The necessity of divine agency to

piuuuaicvnm. n is uui vnuugu ami
.1 11. 1 .11.1- - .1 1 rmey no.u an ins ln cor ana pray lor

.

realize their entire dependence on the
fopirit oi God, or the whole will tail.

why divine agf ncy is necessary, l

There must be an agreement on correct
principles in regard to the reason that di- - j

v,ne agency...iso indispensable.
i If they

.

get wrong ideas on this point, they will
be hindered. If Christians get the idea
that this necessity of divine influence lies i

in the inability of sinners, or if they feel
v. ,,o unuu twg,,.

Holy Spirit, in order to make sinners able
to obey the gospel, they insult God, and j is,
their prayers will not avail. For in that i

case they must feel that it is a mere matter i

of common justice for God to pour out his
spirit, before he can justly require Chris-- 1

tians to work, or sinners to repent.
Suppose a church get the idea that sin- -

ners are poor, unfortunate creatures, who
come into the worid with such a nature
that they can't

.

heip sinning, and that sinil. il luers are ust as unanie to repent ana De- - ne
"eve the gospel as they are to fly to the
moon, how can they eel that the sinner is
a rebel against God, and that he deserves
to be sent to hell? How can they feel
that the nner is to blame? And how .c,
can they take God's part when they pray ?

If they do not take God s part against the
sinner, they cannot expect God will re

.i t i i igaru meir prayers, lor they do not pray
Avith right motives. io doubt one great
reason wny so many prayers are not an- - j

take the sinners part against God. They
pray as it the sinner w as a poor untortun
ate being, to be pitied, rather than as if he
was a guilty wretch, to be blamed. And
the reason is that they do not believe sin
ners are able to obey God. If a person
does not believe that sinners are able to
obey their Maker, and really believes that
the Spirit's influences ore necessary to to
make him able, it is impossible, with these
views, to offer acceptable and prevailing
prayer for the sinner, and it is not won
derful that persons with these views should
not prevail with God, and should doubt a
about the efficacy of the prayer of faith.

How often do you hear people pray for
'sinners in this style, " O Lord, help this

poor soul to do what he is required to do do
(J Lora, omWc him to do so anaso.

Now this language implies that they take oi
the sinners art, and not God's. If it
was understood by those who use it, as it
is sometimes explained, and if people!

(meant by it what they ought to mean
when they pieao tor sinners, 1 would not
find so much fault with it. But the truth)
is, that when people use this language, j

they often mean just what the language
itself would be naturally at first sight, un- -

del stood to mean, which is just as if they
should pray, ' O Lord, thou coratnandest

n) naiu, auu wc pi ay mee io nave puy

.People may pray in this w ay till the day ;

vi juuuwii, uuu uoi i uuiam a uic&smg,
because mey tane tne sinner s part against

, God. I hey cannot pray successfully
until they understand ibat the sinner is a
rebel, and obstinate in his rebellion so
obstinate that he never w ill, without the

j Holy Spirit, do what he might do as well
nat .incf antl v "ind tVi i c rkf ri.r io ih. ' " uu-hu- om io mc i

reason, and the only reason, why he needs
the influence of the Holy Spirit for his

! iinnuBKinn k o nn 1 ,f rr rrtn r. A nn,v.Uu.ygiuu. yj f,uuuu w" iv.n
j the sinner needs divine agency is to over -

, come his obstinacy, and make him willing
, to ao wnai ne can no, ana wnai vrou just -

ly requires him to do. And a church are j

never in an auuuue in wnrcu uuu wm
hear their united prayers, unless they are j

, agreed in so understanding their depen- -
dencc on Gv-d- . .

as to feel in perfect eon -

tij, fin( om lhp reason. Ana what is
jt ? Why, they set their congregation is

. . ..1 1 1 i. - -

7 j "r"
can ne uoiie. i;r u;ey sve sunif oiucrue- -

nnminntinn rroinin or Trmtin nnr? thorp ic.v,-.- .-. v. ...v..- - ,& &

. . r-- ' , 6
- .'-ii- - n
.orvinrr, isonivan, attempt. to ret the Al- -

iu m ...h uim- -
. . . . .li.a I - I I I. ,1 Utuiy, ana is purely seinsn ana ouensive

i"vod ,0 t.jd a f..m,l. Pray(.me,uK i.
at a ccr,ain place. She .nquirrf wha, ,

they met thtn for. and for what they

ihflt fhpl U'prrt rrni tt ir f , a nrtv Inr no n i t
- . .

pouring of the
f, ;r" 1 1 ".

eonig to pray (or our congregation
I wcu.d go. but 1 am not going there to

Pra: ,for other churches!1' O, what a
5P1rr,!,!

;

rind a multitude of letters and re- -

quests that I should visit such and such
" uv"iU"v" "J"U,""IVU c'""ir I I 1 ... 1 Tr.' CdMJ,S apuT y

one ot them selhsh. And God would1
look uron evry one with abhorrence

to

a

of

motives How often are we toldu'rong,
of six hundred millions of heathens, who
are in darger'o( going to hell, and how--

little is said of the guilt of s;x hundred it
millions engaged and banded together a?
rebels agn God, or of the dishonor and
contempt poured upon God our Maker by-suc- h

a world of outlaws. Now I know-tha- t is
God refers to those motives which i

nppeal to our mere natural sympathies, as
and compassion, and uses them, but always j it

in subordination to his glory. If these i w

lower motive nrr nlnr.ed foremost, it must .

always produce a defective piety and zeal,
and a great deal that is false. Until the
church will look at the dishonor done to
God, li'tle will be done. It is this which
must be made to stand out before the
world, it is this which must be deeply
felt bv the church, it is this which must w

be fully exhibited to sinners, before the to
world can ever be converted

Parents never agree in praying for the
conversion of their children in such away
as to have their prayers answered, until
they feel that their children arc rebels.
Parents often pray very earnestly tor their
children because th- - y wish God to save
them, and they almost think hard of God
if he does not save their children. But if
they would have their prayers prevail,
they must come to take God's part against
their children, even though for their per- -

verseness and incorrigible wickedness he
. ,. ... ...... k 1II 1 I J ,1 I k t rShould DC OOllgeu lO ienu mvui iii-- u.

I knew a woman who was very anxious
for the salvation of her sen, and she used

to pray for him with agony, but still he re-

mained impenitent, until at length she be-

came convinced that her prayers and ago-

nies had been nothing but the fond yearn
ings of parental feeling, and were not dic-

tated at all by a just view of her son's

character as" a wilful and wicked rebel
against God. And there was never any
impression made on his mind until she
was made to take strong ground agains

him as a rebel, and to look on him as de-serv-
in

be sent to hell. And then he

was converted. The reason was, she

never before was influenced by the right
motive m prayer, desiring his salvation
with a supreme regard to the glory ol

God.
4. If we would be so unueo. as io pie- -

vail in prayer, we must agree injaitn.
I'ht . mini r lu in ca ai.uh; niv.i iiji , j

V,lomcr nmved for. We must under- -

w.V- - ...J. - y -
.

M- fft hp Pnerted.
SU1UU ,m: ;;

'

uc must see the evidence on which taitn
rest and must absolutely believe

oue1,1, l0,
tint the Hessinr wil come, or we do not

,

'
plain thev are not agreed. 1 hey are not

united in regard to one essential point

If the blessing is to come in answer to

their united prayer, it must come as they
nraved for it. And if it comes, it must be
fLt tnmf tn. Rut if thev disagree as to

the time when they will have it, plainly it

can never come in answer to their prayer.
Suppose a church should undertake to

pray for a revival, and should be all
agreed in desiring a revival, but not as to
the time when it shall be. Suppose some
wish to have the revival come now , and

b. 1 hey must he aneed m the
of dealing xcitk impenitent sinners. This
is a point immensely mportant, that the
church sbou Id be arreed in their treat--

v SJ .nai are,1,C,B," ounpuse iney
net agreed, and cne v.il! teil a sinner
thin"- - and nnnihnr sinnt'.pr Who .

:,...- -' n... -- l .juu . now can incv afTee in rrsvrr, 5 i
' " X h?l

Vucha T "hetamon, church and 'hemIIrrav for . Bj
AJ - 41 ' 11 piu5

irat ' sinners present may repent.
Another praysthatthev may be convicted.
and perhaps, if he is very much enrared
will go oikr a to orav thit tbev mVhL
fieev'ir convicted nother m th
sinners ma v eo home'solemn and pensive
and silent, meditating upon the truths
have heard Another nmv in XI
manner, that you can see he is afraid to
have them converted nou- - A notkr nrovc
very solemnly that they may not at

i
emm

j -

church are not agreed as touching thp
things they ask for, and of course thev
have no imere.vt in the promise

If you set them to ta'k with sinners
their courses would be j ust as discordant

r it ; r,u; .k.i .j 1
iv o L'lajii mat incv ai c iux w i rn nnfi

have clear views in foj

'
no regard w bat a

sinner must do to be saved or of hat
ought to be said to sinner to'brino-- them
to repent. And the consequence is that
sinners who are awakened and anxious
presently get confounded and do not
know what to do, and nerhans give it all
up in despair, or conclude there is in rea

liiv rf,tlinr,t;i :

One wit tell th k
repent, immediately Anmhpr r,;,-,- .

him a bcok, Doddridge's Riveand Progress
, 8ivrhorc o,)( ,jn,:

' Another will tll him k n-.n-
,. i

persevere, and in God's time be will ob- -

tain the blessino-- . A revival can never
o-- r,n fnr r,,- - i.k r.:.. ,

difficulties If it begins it mit soon n,
out; unless, perhaps, the body of the

j church will keep still and say nothing at
jail, and let others carry on the work --.
And there the work will suffer materinlk- -

j lor want ot their and support.
A church niio-h- r rr. ko ,vi rv

, Christian ought to have a rle:,r nnA.J
standing of this subject, and all speak the
c l,; a .i. ,cn.uv. wijui.-- . ,urj ujve me same directions
And the sinner will find no one to tik--o

his part, and can get no relief or comfort
till he repents.

7. Thev must be acrrerd X7i cTlOCin &
the impediments to a revival lfa h
expects a revival thev m.t ia1-oC- !i p
stunibiing blocks out of the

fl " v. liscast them out, this creates division and
thus the work is stonned Snmpt,',,, ,L
offenders are persons of influence or thev
have family friends who will take their
part, and make a party, and thus create a
bad spirit, and prevent a revival,

(2.) In mutual confessions WLn,,-.- ,
' j " viwrong has been done to any, there should

be a full confession. I do not mean a
cold and forced acknowledgement, such

j as saying, 1 If I have done wron, I arm
sorry for it." But a beany onfessinn
roin.n-th- e full !pnm!i r,f a
showing that it comes out of a broken
heart.

j (3.) Forgiveness cf enemies A great
; obstruction to revivals is often found in the
fact that active and lead in individuals
harbor a revengeful and unforoivino-sniri- f

be truly agreed, in breaking down and

all necessary orenaration made, and
agreea in bearing their part oi the labor
or expense of making it. There shnnU
be an equality, and not let a few be bur- -

thened and the rest do little or nothing,
dui every one ms proportion, according
to his several ability. Then there wiH
be no envying nor jealousy, nor any of
. u. ntn-i- l rorrim!n.i!. i .

iinwsc; iuu'""' v.v.j iniiiiaiiuns and alterca- -
lions and disrespectful remarks about one
another, which are so inconsistent w ithkpn krrl if 1 - K J I ...
block m the way of sinner

9. They must beiagrced in doin heart- -
uy
. L

wnattver
. . is .necessary

-
to be done for

tne promotion ot the revival. Snmetimps
a slight disagreement about a very little
thing will be allowed to break in and de-
stroy a revival. A minister told me that
he once went to labor in a place us aR

way.
.

0-- ) Inthe excrcise f discipline. If
there are rotten members in the church
they should be removed, and the church
should all agree to cut them off If thev
remain inthe church, they are such a re-a- nd

proach to religion, as to hinder a revival,
Sometimes when nn uho..-,..- . ,o a

it shall be done for them of my Father !

which is in heaven." It is the fact of
their aguer.icnt, upon which he lays the
itress, and mentioning the number two,
apre-ir- s to have been designed merely to
afford encourag?:nent to the smalh st num-

ber between whom there can be an agree-
ment. But what are we to understand by
being "agreed as touching" the things
we shall ask ? I will answer this ques-

tion under the two following heads :

I. Bv showing that we aro to be
agreed" it pr.zyr.
II. We are to agree in every thing that

is essential to obtaining the blessing that
we seek.

I. In order to come w ithin this prom-be- ,

we ar,: to bo agreed in prajer. This
is 'particularly taught in the text. That
is,

1. We sho'ill agree mttur desires for
the object. It is necessary to have desires
for the1 object, and to b agreed in those de-

sires. Very often individuals pray in
isordt ( n the same thing, when they are
by no mains agreed in desiring that thing.
Nay, p;rhips some of them, in their hearts
rWr,. th, verv oniiosite. People arc
called upon to pray for an object, and they
all pray for it in words, but God knows
they often do not desire it, and perhaps he
r,e s th.it the hearts of sou.e may, the
while, hp resisting the prayer.

c. We must a?ret in the motive from
which we desire the object. It is not

enu.'h that our desires for an object
shojid be the same, bur the reason fhy
must be the same. An individual may
de.r" a revival, for the glory of God anu
the ra'v ati u cf sinners. Another mem-

ber of th chu-c- h may aho desire a revi-va'.butf;- -,

tn exv different motives. Sum?,
p.vhips. desire a revival in order to have
the ..) a r- -e T.vini built up and s renuuien-r.J- ,

so as to make a mre Moy for them
to piv their expenses in supposing the
ro-,p- fl Another desires a revival fur the
sale ' cf bavin? the church increased so
as tn be n.ore numerous a nJ more re- -

speetaVe. Others desire a revival be-

cause they havj been opposed or evil
no ten of, and thev wish to have their en

emies know that whatever they may think
or siy, tjod blesses them. bmctimes
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thev not desire themust
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agreed m desiring it, but they must

agree in desiring it for the same reasons.
3 W muct 7h. noTixxl in deSirinT it

pieb on vmcn mey are 10 te governed and
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is important that there should be
union in regard to the measures eesential

the. promotion nf a revival. Let indi- -

viduals agree to do any thing whatever,
if they are not agreed in their meas-- !

ures, they w ill run into confusion, and
counteract one another Set them to sail

amp, anu iuuv never can get along
without agreement. If they attempt to do ;

business as merchants when they are not
agreed in their measures, what will they

Why, they will only undo each cuh- -:

ers work, and thwart the whole business!
the concern. All this is pre-eminen- tly j

rue in regard to the woik of promoting
, lvai. umerwise the memoers ot

the chlurch will counteract each other's
influence and they need not expect a re -

viva!
(1.) The church must be agreed in re -

gard to the meetings which are held., as to
what meeting shall be held, and how ma- -

ny, and where, and when they shall le
held. Some people always desire to rnul- -

tiply meetings in a revival, as if the more

miouiu come io a good on

of or imagine, w hile others are totally un- -

wining io nave any ming aiieieu m re- -

gard to the manner of the meeting, but
would have every thing done precisely as
thev are accustomed to. They ought to
be agreed in some way, either to have the
meetings altered, or to keep them on in
the old way. The best possible way is.

tn n (rrpp ...in tkiti k . kmi ii.v, v....-.- - "1 ma i mey
will let the meetings go on and take their
course, just as the Spirit of God shapes
tnom find not Pvetl qttrIT-- v . 1 . .

va,, they must he agreea in believing re-- ; mese ptiui amueia io lepent, wnen, u meetings mey naj, tne mere religion. towards those who have iniurcd them
rivals of religion to be a reality. There j

Lord, thou k no west .hey cannot repent Others are always opposed to any new! which destroys their spirituality, makes
are many individuals, even in the church,

j
unless thou givest them thy Spirit, to ena- - meetings in a revival. Sorre are always them harsh and disagreeable in their man-wh- o

do not in their hearts believe that the ble them to do it, though thou hast declar-- 1 for having a protracted meeting, and oth- - i ner, and prevents thrm from enioyino-revival- s

which take place are the work of ed that thou wilt send them to hell if tVy ers are never ready to hold a protracted either communion with God in prayer, or
God. Some of them may pray in words j do not, whether they ever receive the 'meeting at all. 'Whatever difference the blessing of Gcd to give them success
for an outpouring of the Spirit 'and a revi- - Spirit or not ; and now, Lord, this seems there may be, it is ersential that the church in lator. But let the members of a church
val ot religion, wnne in meir neans tney
doubt whether there are any such things upon these poor creatures, and do notdcal the subject, so that they go on together in confessing their own faults, and in cher-know- n

in modern times. In united pray-- ( so hardly with them, for Christ's sake.1', harmony, an 1 labor w'lthzoa! and effect, ishing a tender, merciful, forgiving, Christ-e- r
there must be no hypocrisy. Who does not see that such a prayer, or (2.) They must be agreed as to the like spirit toward those who thev thin k
2. They must agree in feei ng the ne-- j a prayer which wean this, whatever Ian- - j manner of conducting meetings. It is have done them wrong, and then the Spirit

ce.-si- f of revivals. There are some w ho' guage it may be couched in, is an insult necessary that the church should be uni- - j will come down upon them not by meas-believ- e

in the reality of revivals, as a to God, charging him w ith infinite injus-- ; ted and cordial on this subject, if they ex-- 1 ure.
work of God. while at the same time, ' tice, if he continues to exact from sinners pect to offer united prayer with effect. j (8.) They must be agreed in
they are unsettled as to the necessity of; a duty which they are unable to perform Sometimes there are individuals who want all the necessary preparations for a revt-havi-

n

them in order to the success of without that aid which he will not grant, to adopt every new thing they can hear ra. They should be agreed in ha vino- -

firvuirtvu. These dc,ire3 mustnot .ol undood MP an ST
be uni.oJ. and from the some motive,. alivays

but'thev m,.st be fro:n g,od motive, The VM cond.uoruof preva.WP rajer.

motive muatte to honor and glo- - fit . not expressed '"" ","Lac4 co,l People Tv; even desire a re-- J

Ut T'.Tte ! td'in order -- ha. Ue4 prar may pre-ar- e

not good, God will not grant their de-- ! vail thcrc must le unUed thm
.

aires. Thus parents may be agreed in 5. So. again, we must be agreed as to

prayer for the conversion of their chil-- ' the time when tee desire the blesnng to

dren, and may have the same feelings and come. If two or more agree in uesirnig
the same motives, and yet if they have no a particular blessing, and one o' tlienJ de

higher motives than because they are the ir' sires to have it come now,

rkitdrtm their nravers will not he errant. ! are not readv to have it quite yet, it is

the They think there is a real
work ot Goa in revivals, dui aner an, per -

ha ns it is quite as well to have sinners
rnn verted and brought into the church m

a more quiet and gradual way, and with -

out so much excitement Whenever re- -

vivals are abroad in the land, and prevail,
nnH ro oonular. thev may annear in fa -

f .1 - l .. .k:. nolrlvor oi mem, anu may puv up iiitii
pravers for a revival, while at the same
time they would be sorry on the whole, to
. -

1 . L Tkmrhave a revival come ttinong mem. un,,
think it so much safer and better, to indoc -

trinate the people, and spread the matter
before them in a calm way, and so Dnng
them in gradually, and not run the danger
of having animal leeling or w Hd-nr- e in
kw rnrKTrpafltinns.

3 ' They must be agreed in regard fo
. ,r.. frr,. ;l Mm. . are not
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cd. They arc agreed in the reason, but
it is not the right reason

In like manner, any number of persons
might be agreed in their detires and nao-tire- a,

but if their motives are selfish, their
being agreed in them will only make them
more offensive to God. " now is h ini
ye have agreed together to tempt the spir-

it ot the Lord?" I hare seen a great
deahof this, where churches have been
engaged in praytr for an object, and their
motives were evidently selfish. Some
timrs they re engaged in praying for

meetings just alike, ihe church never
will give the fullest effect to the truth, un -

ui uicy aic agreea in this principle,
That in promoting a revival they will ac-- :

tuuimuuaie meir measures to circumMuu- -
ees, and not attempt to interrupt the natur
al course wrhich pious ferling and sound
iudgment indicate, but cast themselves en- -

w


